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Hearing loss is the most frequently
occurring birth defect that may affect up
to 3 in 1,000 births and up to 9 in 1,000
school-age children (Illinois Department of
Public Health).

More than 95% of newborns who are born
deaf have parents with normal hearing
(American Academy of Audiology).

If undetected, hearing loss may impact a
child’s social, emotional, educational,
speech, and language development.

The American Academy of Pediatrics
recommends hearing screenings for all
newborns. According to the Illinois
Department of Public Health, 98% of
babies born in Illinois hospitals have their
hearing screened shortly after birth.

The objective of Newborn-Hearing
Screenings is to identify hearing loss no
later than 3 months of age and to provide
intervention no later than 6 months of age.

The basics
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Audiological testing will determine

the type and degree of hearing

loss your child has.

It is important to determine the

type of amplification that is

appropriate for your child’s

hearing loss.

Call to schedule an appointment

with your audiologist as soon as

possible to determine the next

steps for your child.

What if my baby fails the
Newborn Hearing
Screening?



Should my baby see an
ear, nose, and throat
doctor?

After identifying hearing loss, your
child should be evaluated by an
otolaryngologist to obtain medical
clearance for amplification that is best
for your child’s hearing loss.
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Will my baby need
therapy?

If under the age of 3, your child
should be evaluated by an Early
Intervention specialist to
determine the need for therapies,
such as hearing, speech, physical,
or developmental therapy.
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Will my baby
learn to talk?
There are several forms of
communication for children
who are deaf and hard of
hearing, including auditory-
oral, American Sign Language,
and Cued Speech. Exposing
your child to language
constantly and consistently, no
matterwhat form, is vital for
their language development.
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Does my baby need to wear
hearing aids all the time?

Consistent use of amplification is
important for the development of
oral speech and language.
Children with typical hearing are
exposed to auditory information
24 hours a day. The brains of
children with hearing loss,
however, are only exposed to
auditory information when
wearing their hearing aids or
cochlear implants. Therefore,
consistent use of hearing aids
during all waking hours is crucial.
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Do I need to have my
baby’s hearing checked
regularly?
Certain forms of hearing loss are
progressive or can fluctuate in
significant ways. As a result, it is
important to test regularly so
hearing-aid programming can be
adjusted to any changes in hearing
and to confirm that the hearing aids
or cochlear implants are functioning
properly.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Illinois Department of Health
Newborn Screening

American Academy of
Audiology
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Christymade the decision to become an audiologist in the 8th

gradewhen an audiologist visited her science class and described

her profession. Christy received her Bachelors and Master of

Science degree in Audiology from Radford University in Radford,

Virginia.

Afterworking for five years, she gave birth to her second, a son, who

was bornwith profound hearing loss in both ears. Today, Christy has

five children, twowith profound hearing loss. As you can imagine,

she has developed a love and devotion to pediatric audiology.

Christy Woodall, M.S., CCC-A

Audiologist

630-633-5060

Crest Hill office
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